
Geotagging Photos 

Geotagging  embeds the geographical information about where the photo was taken and the date into 
the image itself. As you shoot each photo, the camera's GPS unit includes the GPS coordinates in the 
EXIF data of each photo automatically. This means that others that view the image can access the 
information. 

Geotagging with Android Smartphones 
by Shawn McClain, Demand Media  
 
Step 1 

Go to your Android device's home screen, then press the "Menu" button. Tap "Settings" to 
access the settings menu. 

Step 2 

Drag your finger up the screen to scroll down the phone's menu until you find the "Location" 
option. Tap the "Location" option to continue. Note that on some Android devices this may be 
labeled "Location and Security." 

Step 3 

Tap the option labeled "Use GPS Satellites" to place a green check mark next to it. This option 
must be turned on for the geotagging option to work. 

Step 4 

Press the "Home" button to go back to the main screen, then tap the camera icon to launch 
your Android smartphone's camera. 

Step 5 

Tap the "Menu" button once the camera application loads, then tap the "Settings" option. On 
some Android cameras, this option will simply be a small cog icon. 

Step 6 

Scroll down to "Store Location in Pictures," or "Geo-tag Photos," depending on your OS version, 
and tap that option to put a green check mark next to it. Tap "OK" when you see a message 
telling you that the GPS function needs to be turned on. Your photos will now be geotagged 
with your location as long as your phone can get your position from the GPS satellites. 



 

Geotagging With i-phones 
Geotagging is enabled on an app-by-app basis. To turn geotagging on for the Camera, start by 
tapping the “Settings” icon on the iPhone’s home screen to launch the Settings app. Tap 
“Privacy” and then tap “Location Services” to open the Location Services screen. Toggle the 
virtual “Location Services” switch to the On position and then scroll down and toggle the 
“Camera” switch to the On position as well. You’ll know the switches are turned on when they 
turn green. 
 

Step 1: Tap the Settings icon. 

 

Select the Settings icon 

  

Step 2: Select the Privacy option. 
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Select the Privacy option 

  

Step 3:  Touch the Location Services option. 

 

Touch the Location Services button 

  

Step 4: Tap the slider to the right of Camera to turn it on, or tap the slider to turn it off. 
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Turn the Camera option to “On” or “Off” 

 

Geotagging with Digital Cameras 
http://cameras.about.com/od/Traveling_with_a_camera/a/Geotagging-Cameras.htm 
Some cameras have a built-in GPS unit, which allows the geotagging to be an automatic 
process. When using a camera without a GPS unit included with the camera, you'll have to add 
the location data to the image data later, either as you're shooting the photo or after 
downloading the photos to a computer, using geotagging software. These tips should help with 
your geotagging efforts.  

• Geotagging your photos has a variety of benefits, especially if you upload your photos to 
a photo storage Web site. For example, with some sites, if you upload a geotagged 
photo, the Web site will allow you to link the photo to an online map that shows the 
exact location of the photographed item. Or, if you are scouting good photography 
locations and shooting some sample photographs, by using geotagging information, you 
can find the exact location again later that provided what you thought would be the 
best angles for the photo. This can be especially helpful if you're shooting in remote 
locations.  

• Some GPS receivers can work as geotagging units by attaching directly to the hot shoe of 
a DSLR camera. If you want to make collecting geotagging data fully automated and 
easy, you'll want to purchase this type of equipment, or you'll want to have a GPS unit 
built into the camera.  

• Another piece of geotagging equipment allows you to insert your memory card into the 
geotagging equipment, which then writes the geotagging information to each photo's 
EXIF data. If you're interested in this type of equipment, check with your camera store 
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for something that's compatible with your camera equipment and your memory card. 
You don't want to spend the money on this geotagging equipment, only to find out later 
that it's not compatible with your camera hardware.  

• If you don't mind doing some extra work, however, you can make geotagging less 
expensive by using hardware you already own, such as a GPS unit. GPS units can be 
stand-alone pieces of hardware, or some cell phones even contain GPS units. To use a 
GPS unit not attached to your camera, place the GPS receiver in tracking mode. As you 
snap photos, track each location in the GPS unit. Then, as you download the photos 
later, you'll have to manually enter the GPS coordinates into the EXIF data, using an 
image editing program or geotagging software. This requires quite a bit of time, so be 
sure that you really want to use geotagging before you invest the time in this process.  

• Finally, if you're planning to purchase a new digital camera anyway, consider buying one 
with a built-in GPS unit, such as the Sony SLT-A55 DSLR model pictured here. As you 
shoot each photo, the camera's GPS unit includes the GPS coordinates in the EXIF data 
of each photo automatically. This is the easiest way to handle geotagging your photos. 
Keep in mind that cameras with built-in GPS will be a bit more expensive than models 
with similar photographic features, so make sure that your budget can handle the 
expense. In addition, running a GPS unit in your camera is going to cause the camera to 
drain its battery much more quickly than when the GPS unit is turned off, so only turn 
on the GPS during the times that you really need to use it. You also may want to invest 
in a second battery with your GPS-enabled camera, just to protect against a dead 
battery while you're shooting photos in a remote area.  
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